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itibject* Distinction betwssen the functions of the CoTplsslon of 
Fine Arts and the Datlosud Capital Planning; Co;®sissxoTi 
with reference to public buildings in the District 01 
Columbia 


You have requested our views &s to ths distinction between tno 
functions of the Cca®sisslo» of Fin© Arts and the Rational Capital Plan- 


ning emission with reference 
Columbia* 


to public buildings in the District of 


fte Coisaissim of Fine Arts was created by the Act of Kay 17# 
1910 (36 3 tat. 371* IjQ II. S* C. XGli) ml charged with the duty of advis- 
ing "upon the location of statues, fountains, and raoanneats in the 
publid squares# 'streets, sad parka in the District of Columbia, and 


upon the selection of models for statues, fountains, trnl noausients 
erected under tbs authority of the United States and upon ths selection 
of artists for the execution of the 86ffl®. n . In addition, the C®Mss.ion 
Is required to "advise-: generally upon questions of art when required 
to do m by t he President, or by any committo© of either House of 


Congress." 

■Subsequent Pro sideati el directions extended and refined the 

jurisdiction of the Conwissioa to , 

% (1) plans for public building© to be erected in the District 

of Columbia for the General Government (Executive Order Do. 1259, 

October 25, 1910)* 
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(2) plans for new structures to be erected in the District 
of Columbia undee the direction of the Federal Government which "affect 
in any important way the appearance of the city" (Executive Order No. 
1862, November 28, 1913) j and 

(3) all "important" plans for parks and all public buildings, 
constructed by executive departments or the District of Columbia, which 
"in any essential way affect the appearance of the city of Washington, 
or the District of Columbia" (Executive Order No. 3S'2.y., July 28, 1921), 

In each instance, such plans are required to be submitted to 
the Commission fox’ comment and advice (not approval). Bureau of the 
Budget Circular No. A -11 requires consultation with the Commission on 
buildings and other structures in tho District of Columbia "which roay 
affect in an important way the appearance of the city" before submis- 
sion by any agency of annual budget estimates for plans and construction 
of such buildings and structures, 

^Pursuant to the Act of Hay 16, 1930 (U6 Stat. 366), as 
amended (5 D. C. Code IjlO) - the so-called Shipstead-Luce Act - the 
Commission of Fine Arts also advises the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia with respect to the height and appearance, color, and 
texture of the materials of exterior construction for private and 
semi -public buildings facing public buildings and parks in specified 
areas of the District of Columbia for which application for building 
permits have been made to the District Commissioners. In addition, 
the Commission advises the District Commissioners with respect to 
the exterior architectural features* height, appearance, color, and 
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tecAnra or the materials 


of cxbestSjQV consti'uotdcn ’h/nich is subject. 


tiO public vien-r from a public kt$T5«ay n In connection with applications 
for th® coaotractiosi* alteration, reecnstrustioa, or rasing of soy 
building in n 0M Oeor#itowa 1, Jf as defined in tha Act of Ssptesfcer 22, 
X9$Q (6Ii St at, 903| 5 D. C. Cods SOX) - the no-called DM Oeorgatcww 

Aotj7 

Jt Is nppareat that th® basic friction of the C omiss ion o f 
fteib Arts with respect to ^ public buildings in the District of Columbia 
is to advise coacemins ihe^..oxte^or 
such buildings to ths ^pearanco_ of the National Capita l* 

•< Oji ths ®t-h®r hand? the ITatiosiaX Capital Planning Cossnission, 


in its comprehensive rod project planning roles under 


the National 


Capital Planning. Act of 1932 (66 Stab. 7'0l| liO U. 3, C« tl) t is con* 
cernod with the gener al ..locatio n, arrangcasen t, chara oter» and^exteat 
of public buildings* gt mcturs s* and rcser yatdo ns* Further, the Han- 
ning Cteaiesicn exorcises - soning-typo control over public buildings 
under the Act of dun® 20, 1938 (52 Stat, 191), as ©tended (5 D» C* Coda 
l'13~li£Q), which requires the approval of the Comission with respect 
to ill® location, height, bulk, number of stories, end pice, and tha 
provision for open space In md arc rad such buildings* 

Exorois® of aesthetic control by the C omission of Fin® Art® 
and Boning-iypo control by the Planning Gcjsisissicn u ay ordinarily 
require th® submission of site plans, elevations, and renderings for 
proposed public buildings to both commissions and necessitate a high 

degree of consultation between the e omissions and their staffs. But 
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tho basis for r&r$m of such plana by ©ach ecwdssi mx.mvl iSm respective 
roles of tho ccmissloffl^or© distinct. 


* a* # 
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